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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

March 7, 2022 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the in-person/virtual meeting to order at 6:03 pm on March 7, 
2022. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  
 
 
 
 

Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Niki Delson, Member 
Ian Edlind, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 
David Clair, Member 

Town Staff Present: 
 
 
 

Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Ben Bohmfalk, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed:  Laurie moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from February 7, 2022.  Michael seconded the 
motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, who wished to address the 
Commission. 
 
8TH STREET UPDATE 
Kevin updated the commission members on the 8th Street project by explaining that 
the Board of Trustees approved a contract with Johnson Construction for 
$630,000.00.  He noted that the award was 23% over the estimate, but that wasn’t 
unexpected given the current high construction costs.  He added that except for the 
ditch crossing, the project can’t begin until May 16th and it must be completed this 
calendar year; once the construction schedule has been established there will be 
public outreach.  He noted that only the west side will be completed this year, but 
that will achieve the goal of having sidewalks along both sides of the street all the 
way from Main to Village Streets; other work will include the installation of a speed 
table at the Rio Grande Trail crossing, straightening the street alignment, and some 
work at the intersection of 8th Street and Village Road. 
 
Matt asked if street lighting will be part of the project. 
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Kevin replied that lighting on the west side of the street will be included, and it will 
be solar-powered. 
 
Niki asked how long the construction will last. 
 
Kevin replied that it will probably require several months. 
 
Matt reminded the commission members that they had been asked to explore the 
trail right-of-way connecting Wheel Circle with the Rio Grande Trail and no 
resolution had been reached.  He thought it would be a good topic to revisit in the 
spring. 
 
Ben pointed out that given the contract was for the 8th Street project was over the 
estimate, when this phase is complete the commission may be asked by the Board 
of Trustees to consider whether it is necessary to complete the work along the east 
side of the street. 
 
Laurie asked if sharrows will be painted on the street. 
 
Kevin replied that that is a topic that will need to be revisited and explained that the 
striping will delineate the parking area from the driving lane. 
 
Niki suggested that once the Comprehensive Plan Update and Transportation 
Master Plan are complete, that would be the time to revisit the work to take place 
along the east side of 8th Street. 
 
SAFETY ISSUES OF ALLOWING CYCLISTS TO USE SIDEWALKS 
Laurie opened the topic by explaining there is no law that prohibits bike riding on 
the sidewalk.  She noted that state law states that while it is allowed, cyclists need 
to yield and give audible signals before passing pedestrians.  She added that while 
bike riding on the sidewalk poses obvious threats to pedestrians, there is the added 
consideration that cyclists ride straight into the intersection with no protection.  
Laurie pointed out that state law also states that municipalities can create their own 
laws and she thought it would be helpful to create an ordinance to clarify what 
cyclists can do.  She noted that several municipalities on the Front Range have 
developed ordinances addressing this topic. 
 
Matt asked Laurie to clarify whether she wanted the Town of Carbondale to 
consider an ordinance to keep bikes off sidewalks. 
 
Laurie answered in the affirmative but conceded that there is a need to consider 
the safety of children so it may need to be an age-related ordinance. 
 
Matt thought it was important to address the idea of proposing an ordinance before 
delving into the ordinance’s language. 
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Michael thought it would be interesting to review the Denver and Fort Collins 
ordinances and that would be a good first step.  He wasn’t sure how to address 
children riding on sidewalks. 
 
Ian supported the Street Safe model and thought it would be a good model for 
Carbondale to follow. 
 
Niki responded that she thought the Commission had been remiss in educating the 
public and pointed out that an ordinance should be passed in concert with an 
educational component.  She also stated she wasn’t sure she would support an 
ordinance because kids don’t know how or are afraid to ride in the street. 
 
David thought an ordinance would clarify expectations. 
 
Matt pointed out that Denver and Boulder are very different from Carbondale both 
in terms of bike and vehicular traffic.  He also noted that an ordinance requires 
enforcement which asks a lot from staff.  He also wasn’t sure he wanted to push 
bike riders off the sidewalk and thought that both education and infrastructure 
improvements were key components to resolving the problem.  He didn’t think an 
ordinance would necessarily change people’s habits and noted he hasn’t observed 
any problems along his street. 
 
Laurie countered that Third Street is a narrow street with a lot of pedestrians and 
bike riders and she has experienced numerous conflicts. 
 
Matt thought that an ordinance should be a last resort. 
 
Ben suggested that, based on the Board of Trustee process, at least three people 
need to support the proposal to prioritize moving it forward.  He related that his 
experiences have been like Matt’s, and he has seen very few adult bike riders 
using the sidewalk. 
 
David noted that Main Street is very different than many residential areas and 
suggested considering them separately. 
 
Niki pointed out that if there is an ordinance, it requires enforcement and the 
American League of Cyclists have withdrawn the enforcement requirement 
because of its unequal application by law enforcement. 
 
Laurie responded that an ordinance is proactive and provides clarification.  She 
thought that signs could be posted for education. 
 
Niki agreed that the process should be aspirational.  She thought there was a need 
for more research. 
 
Ben agreed and noted that the question is whether the commission members want 
to spend time on this. 
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Matt preferred not to move forward with an ordinance but would rather emphasize 
education and infrastructure improvements. 
 
David agreed with Matt’s sentiments. 
 
Michael stated he wasn’t ready to push for an ordinance and that it would be more 
effective to promote education. 
 
Ian supported further discussion and viewed education and an ordinance as 
working in concert with each other. 
 
Laurie also thought the ordinance warrants further discussion. 
 
Niki wasn’t sure how to vote because the ordinance and education are two different 
things.  She stated that unless the Commission is willing to take ownership of 
education, she would vote no.  She doesn’t want to collapse the two undertakings 
together. 
 
Matt noted that based on the commission member’s statements it appears that the 
decision is to undertake what is required to craft an ordinance as well as to 
determine what the time commitment for an educational component might be.  He 
proposed that the first step is a dialogue with available information at the April 
meeting. 
 
Ben pointed out that it is up to the proponent to bring forward information to review.  
He emphasized that the goal is safety and clarity about where to ride. 
 
Niki reminded the commission members that in 2021 she had asked for funding to 
join the Bicycle League of America. 
 
Kevin stated that the commission has a budget of $2,000.00 or $2,500.00 but 
noted he had understood that that funding was more for education. 
 
Niki pointed out that since Carbondale has been awarded the Gold Standard, it 
was important to utilize all that the League has to offer. 
 
Michael wondered if the Transportation Master Plan might be a good document to 
contain the desired information. 
 
Motion Passed:  Niki moved to join the Bicycle League of America as an advisory 
organization.  Laurie seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Matt asked about the petition to close Main Street for dining as stated in the Board 
of Trustees Work Session packet. 
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Ben responded that it is an initial conversation to explore what that situation might 
look like for the upcoming summer season.  He explained that they have engaged 
with several different groups and the closures would be for different reasons than 
Covid.  He pointed out that the Board of Trustees won’t decide anything at the 
meeting. 
 
Matt encouraged commission members to consider staying informed on this topic 
because the closures affect how people walk and bike along Main Street.  He 
noted that there is a community group working on the topic and was willing to 
provide contact information to anyone that is interested. 
 
David asked if the Commission submitted comments for the Comprehensive Plan 
Update. 
 
Matt replied that the Commission drafted a letter and submitted it to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 
 
Kevin commented that they are still in the input-gathering stage and a group from 
the Planning and Zoning Commission will be at the April First Friday to solicit more 
information.  He thought that the consultants would attempt to mesh all of the 
received comments into the document sometime in April. 
 
Niki thought the process was close to coming to an end. 
 
Michael thanked Niki for providing the CAFCI walk audits and commented that he 
had made some notes.  He asked if they still needed the information. 
 
Matt suggested getting together with him and Ian once they have filled out their 
audits and compile the information for the Commission. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The March 7, 2022, regular meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2022, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


